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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION 

The AGM agreed by a large majority that :  
a printed version of the monthly Newsletter be posted ONLY to members who do NOT have email,  
UNLESS members who have email inform the Communications Trustee that, for whatever reason, they 
feel they still need a printed version to be posted to them.  
Although only 80 or so members are NOT on email, just under 300 printed copies of the Newsletter are 
posted out every month at an annual cost of over £2000.  
Those who are NOT on email need have no concerns – they will continue to receive the printed  
version.  
The EC asks those who ARE on email to review whether, like the other 500 or so members, they could 
read the newsletter on whichever computer device they use. There are numerous ways to improve what 
you can see on a tablet or a smartphone. There will be more detail specifically on this in the next 
(September) Newsletter. You might start by asking your children or grandchildren for advice! Then in  
October the  decision will come into operation, and those ON email, currently receiving a printed  
version, will no longer receive it UNLESS they have informed the Communications Trustee on     
communications@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk. 

My first year as Chairman was 
completed with the June AGM. 
Sue Christy was appointed to  
replace Chris Dance as EC  
Secretary. Jill Davies retired as 
Membership Secretary and Jenny 
Ruffles takes over that role as a 
non-EC member.  An Executive 
Committee meeting 2 weeks after 
the AGM reviewed what has  
happened over the past few 
years.  
Throughout the pandemic,  
membership (at around 870), and 
total number of groups (at around 
90) have remained stable. New 
Members Meetings were held in 
December 2021 and March 2022 
to which the 70+ members joining 
during the  pandemic were  
invited. However, a large Open  
Afternoon meeting, planned for 
October 2021, had to be  
cancelled due to Covid. Monthly 
meetings began again in  

November 2021 in the new Bat & 
Ball Centre. They have been  
hybrid meetings, which can be 
attended live or on Zoom. This 
format was used through to the 
summer with the exception of the 
joint meeting with the AGM,  
considered too complex to run as 
a hybrid meeting. The EC has  
decided that hybrid meetings will 
continue from October 2022 until 
deemed unnecessary. 
The great majority of groups are 
now functioning normally with 
face-to-face meetings. The EC  
reviewed how communication 
with GOs could be improved.  
Before the pandemic, meetings  
designed for Group Organisers 
(GOs) included an annual “Open 
Afternoon” meeting at which all 
80 or so GOs were asked to sit at 
tables in the Community Centre 
(now the Bat & Ball Centre) to 
meet potential new group  

members. Some GOs, especially 
those with no vacancies,  
considered this to be a waste of 
time. Large biennial meetings 
were also held, which were  
educational with an added social 
element, a “free” lunch provided 
as a “thank-you” to GOs for their 
contribution to the u3a. In the 
absence of a Group Development 
Coordinator, the EC is exploring 
ways of dividing up the functions 
of that role, and will also consult 
with GOs to find out what they 
want with regard to  
communication and organisation.  
A final important point: The AGM 
agreed that ONLY those NOT on 
email receive a printed version of 
the Newsletter. IF THIS AFFECTS 
YOU PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
DETAILS BELOW. 
In the meantime, make hay while 
the sun shines ! 
 

 

Dr. Ken Brown  

DIARY FOR AUGUST 

August 10th Nordic Walking August 17th Ambling 

mailto:communications@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk
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DIGITAL IMAGE MANIPULATION GROUP  

A new group will be starting in October for beginners to learn how to 
manipulate and make adjustments to digital photographs in a computer 
program. No experience is needed and we will learn together at a pace 
to suit everyone. It will be a 9 month course from October until June 
2023 on the second Thursday of each month from 10 a.m. until 12.30 
p.m. at Holmesdale Bowls Club. 
If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Janet Austin on 
01732 460578 or by email to digimage1@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk. 

 

CIRCLE DANCING  

If you like dancing and music from all over the world, then why not 
come along and see if circle dancing is for you. We dance in a variety of 
styles and moods to a wide range of music. Our group is very friendly, 
welcoming and open to all - you don’t need any experience or a partner. 
Wear comfortable shoes or dance barefoot.  
We meet in Christchurch URC Church Hall Sevenoaks TN13 2JG on the 
2nd and 4th Friday of each month from 2-4. The cost is £4 per session.  
Dancing in a circle is one of the most ancient ways in which people 
came together to celebrate and mark significant events in the life of the 
community such as births, coming of age, marriage, harvests and the 
changing seasons.  

 

Circle dancing today draws on rich traditions from places such as Greece, Turkey, Russia, the Middle East, 
South America and the Balkans. The basic patterns of steps, which are common to many cultures, are  
woven into different combinations giving us dances which can range from gentle and meditative to lively 
and spirited. We also have dances which are choreographed, using classical and modern music from 
around the world. 
If you are interested, please contact Sandie Wade on 01732 451223 or by email to  
circledancing@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk. 

NORDIC WALKING – 10TH AUGUST 

Meet inside the entrance to Dryhill Park, Dryhill 
Lane, Sundridge for a 10.30 start. The walk will be 
3 miles to Green Lane Farm and Manor Farm with 
some small hills. Lunch after the walk will be at the 
Bricklayer’s Arms in Chipstead. 
nordicwalking@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk  

AMBLING – 17TH AUGUST 

Meet in the car park at the back of the  
Grasshopper-on-the-Green on the green at 
Westerham for a 10.30 start. The walk will be 3½ 
miles with no stiles or steps and a few short hills. 
Lunch after the walk will be at the Grasshopper. 
The leader will be Susan Henson. 
ambling@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk   

I WAS LUCKY 

Four Years in Bomber Command by Ken Fowler. 
7.30 pm, Friday 29th July at Otford Village  
Memorial Hall. 
Ken Fowler, who is a member of our Military  
History group, will be giving a talk to the Otford 
1940s Society about his experiences as a radio  
operator on Lancaster bombers during the war, 
which included both combat and humanitarian 
missions. All u3a members are very welcome to 
attend.  There will be a small admission charge for 
the meeting and refreshments will be available. 
There is free evening parking in the adjacent car 
park. In order for the 1940s Society to plan for this 
event please email Otford@1940.co.uk before the 
event if you intend to come to the meeting.   
military1@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk  

The deadline for inclusion of items in the September Newsletter is August 15th 

mailto:circledancing@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk
mailto:nordicwalking@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk
mailto:ambling@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk
mailto:Otford@1940.co.uk
mailto:military1@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk
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BRIDGE FOR PLEASURE—July 27th 

The Group plays at Otford Village Memorial Hall on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings of each month 
from October to the end of July, from 9.45 a.m. until 12 noon. 
Our next session on 27th July will be the last before our summer break - we restart on 12th October. 
The winner on 22nd  June was John Christy and on 13th July was Denise Record. 
It was only a friendly hand but properly shuffled and dealt, and played while waiting for the last table to 
finish but Colin Butson had the most points I’ve ever seen in one hand – 30! Amazing. Unfortunately his 
partner (me) had 0 and no shortages!! Bidding was 2 clubs, 2 Diamonds, 7 diamonds (it was a friendly 
after all so Colin took a gamble). Sadly he went 1 down. 
New members are always welcome. We are an “open” group so new players can just come along on the 
day. We play ACOL in a ‘Chicago’ format so you do not need a partner. 
For more information, please ring John and Sue Christy on 01732 463911 or 
email  bridge@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk  

NATIONAL u3a ONLINE EVENTS—JULY & AUGUST 

All these events are free to join, but you will need to register beforehand. 

 July 21st, 10.30 Live Cookery  
Demonstration— 
Summer Recipes 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
live-cookery-demonstration-
summer-recipes-tickets-
368101510527 

 July 22nd, 14.00 Book Groups Discussion 
Forum—2nd Meeting 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
book-groups-discussion-forum-2nd-
meeting-tickets-339005684127 

 July 26th. 10.30—
15.30 

U3a Science Network—
40th Anniversary Meeting 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
u3a-science-network-40th-
anniversary-meeting-tickets-
338825224367 

 July 27th, 10.00 Staying Safe Online  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
staying-safe-online-a-u3a-
presentation-with-qa-tickets-
377848855097 

 July 28th, 10.00 Cryptic Crosswords  
Explained 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
cryptic-crosswords-explained-
tickets-338985152717 

 August 10th, 
10.00 

Laughter Yoga Workshop https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
laughter-yoga-workshop-tickets-
166489270891 

 August 16th, 
10.00 

The Art of the Goldsmith https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
the-art-of-the-goldsmith-dunstan-
pruden-and-his-legacy-tickets-
371231973827 
 

mailto:bridge@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/live-cookery-demonstration-summer-recipes-tickets-368101510527
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/live-cookery-demonstration-summer-recipes-tickets-368101510527
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/live-cookery-demonstration-summer-recipes-tickets-368101510527
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/live-cookery-demonstration-summer-recipes-tickets-368101510527
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-groups-discussion-forum-2nd-meeting-tickets-339005684127C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-groups-discussion-forum-2nd-meeting-tickets-339005684127C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-groups-discussion-forum-2nd-meeting-tickets-339005684127C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/u3a-science-network-40th-anniversary-meeting-tickets-338825224367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/u3a-science-network-40th-anniversary-meeting-tickets-338825224367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/u3a-science-network-40th-anniversary-meeting-tickets-338825224367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/u3a-science-network-40th-anniversary-meeting-tickets-338825224367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/staying-safe-online-a-u3a-presentation-with-qa-tickets-377848855097C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/staying-safe-online-a-u3a-presentation-with-qa-tickets-377848855097C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/staying-safe-online-a-u3a-presentation-with-qa-tickets-377848855097C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/staying-safe-online-a-u3a-presentation-with-qa-tickets-377848855097C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cryptic-crosswords-explained-tickets-338985152717C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cryptic-crosswords-explained-tickets-338985152717C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cryptic-crosswords-explained-tickets-338985152717C:/Users/David%20Taylor/Documents/2020_08_02
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/laughter-yoga-workshop-tickets-166489270891
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/laughter-yoga-workshop-tickets-166489270891
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/laughter-yoga-workshop-tickets-166489270891
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-art-of-the-goldsmith-dunstan-pruden-and-his-legacy-tickets-371231973827
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-art-of-the-goldsmith-dunstan-pruden-and-his-legacy-tickets-371231973827
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-art-of-the-goldsmith-dunstan-pruden-and-his-legacy-tickets-371231973827
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-art-of-the-goldsmith-dunstan-pruden-and-his-legacy-tickets-371231973827


 

4 

Meet   10.45 a.m.  
Main Theatre entrance at          
21 New Globe Walk SE1 9DT     
for the 11.30 am tour 
Cost   £16 p.p. [Tour only] Max. 16 places     

Meet 2.15p.m. at visitor entrance for 2.30 
pm tour 
Cost    £19  p.p   [Tour only] Max. 16 places 

From London Bridge Station  . Leave at the Tooley Street exit, turn left and go under Borough High St.   
Follow Montague  Close –turn right into  Cathedral St.- Bankside to the Globe. This route is less than 1 Km 
and will take about 15 minutes. 
The tour will last for 50 minutes.  
Lunch time will be from  1200 to 1415. There is a cafe at the theatre and there are numerous facilities on  
Bankside and Borough Market. 
Return to Tooley Street and turn left down St. Olaf Stairs and continue along Queens Walk to the bridge. 
The whole walk from Globe to the bridge is one mile and will take about 25 minutes. 
The tour will last for 90 minutes. 
 

The tours must be booked separately. 
 

THIS VISIT IS OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS OF SEVENOAKS U3A.   
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Complete the portion below and together with your cheque, made payable to Sevenoaks U3A Social  
Account, 
 

Send to: Ken Robinson, 6A White Hart Wood, Sevenoaks, TN13 1RR    
I/We enclose a cheque for  £……………  
 

Globe Tour :- Number………….                    Bridge Tour :- Number…………….. 
Names(s) :  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Address:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Email : ……………………………………………………………. 
Tel No: ………………………………………………… Tel No in case of emergency: …………………………………………. 
 

The information submitted above may be retained by the Social Committee for administration purposes for this 
and future visits. Data will be retained on a password-protected computer and will only be used for communication 
between you and the Social Committee. 

Guided Tours of the Globe Theatre and Tower Bridge 

Thursday, September 15th, 2022 


